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Muse Six

The Journey Through Life.

One of my most often repeated muses has been to compare Life's Journey with travelling through an extensive natural forest circa 1,000 AD.

An alternative comparison is the negotiation of a consecutive series of Labyrinths, each representing a phase of your life.

On balance I prefer the analogy of the medieval forest; it offers more colour and greater opportunity for randomness. 

Others - given the limited choice open to most, together with the growing uniformity of many modern activities - may believe the train of labyrinths more representational.

I shall continue with my medieval forest if only because it lends itself better to descriptive narrative.

* * *

Before continuing I must make reference to the Subject of Choosing and Making Decisions.

According to The Theory of Relativity the past, present, and the future exist all at the same moment implying that the future is predetermined. The Quantum Theory does not uphold this concept and makes it possible to prove the opposite. 

There are but three possibilities:

· Both are correct:

· Both are incorrect:

· One or the other is correct, the other being incorrect.

The least this situation demands is that neither Theory qualifies to be so titled.

They are in reality both Hypotheses capable of correction: that this is so is demonstrated by Einstein inserting a Cosmological Constant into Relativity to correct apparent anomalies - in reality to pander to the Establishment - only for recent 'discovery' to show that the original findings were correct. 

These Theories in common with all human perceptions are limited by the limitations of human conception.

For example Relativity is Three Dimensional, Quantum is Four Dimensional; perhaps there should be more. There is little doubt a mathematical model of n-dimensions could be constructed to satisfy the requirements of both Theories. 

It would be of little value and no practical significance because it would be beyond the capacity for humans to perceive or conceive - with the alleged exception of Stephen Hawkins. A simpler concept is to assign Relativity to a single fractal plane with Quantum transcending the fractals immediately adjacent.

* * *

Returning to normality we have to recognise the individual does not possess much flexibility of choice. 

It has been said each person is able to make no more than Five Significant Decisions during their lifetime: Each decision - significant or otherwise - having a domino effect on someone else, be it one, or more. 

We are, therefore, trapped in a complex Decision Network not of our own making. 

Within the network each decision introduced may either, weaken or negate, or, compound those already included, whether operable or not. In total all are destined to have a greater effect on our lives than those we make for ourselves. 

This simplistic concept of Determinism is a part of the baggage we carry with us through Life.

* * *

Let us return to the medieval forest: its magnitude must be such as to allow environmental and cultural differences as well as to discourage too many repeat journeys; but not so large as to discourage at least one return journey during a lifetime. 

It will contain sufficient clearings to allow the development of society throughout its expanse, all with adequate sources of water. 

There are no established roads: the travel ways are, at best, suitable for pack horses: there is no signposting though there are frequent junctions leading to other paths; some of the junctions are simple, others are complex: all types are represented. 

Everyone undertaking the journey will have been born into a group located in one of the clearings.

* * *

The primary concept is the Physical Journey through the forest: this cannot be disassociated from companion journeys - the emotional journey, the intellectual journey, and the spiritual journey  - some of which are symbiotic. 

If the physical journey is plotted on a map of the forest, each of the others will be plotted on separate acetate overlays, each recording its own course.

The Physical Journey may have commenced during childhood: if so others will have made the decisions. Whoever made the decision will have based it upon the answers to the basic questions that re-present themselves for each decision having to be made. 

Are we welcome?

Are we happy?

Are we able to support ourselves?

Have we the means to undertake a journey?

Have we the stamina to undertake a journey?

Do we want to make the Journey?

Have we the will?

These questions invariably followed by:

Shall we journey?

Which direction?

When shall we start?

Who is included?

These questions are not of equal weight or importance: to be unwelcome may be incentive enough to make the other questions superfluous. 

Less dramatically the inter-relationship between the answers may require auxiliary actions before all, or some, of the party may undertake the journey. 

Usually, if the journey is decided upon, it has to be planned: this requiring its own question, answer, action, process.

* * *

Once on the road we inevitably arrive at a junction where we have to decide which path to take: the most trodden; forward (at all cost); the most adventurous: each decision will have an influence, not only, on the next stage, but also, on the final outcome.

· The well-trodden path may be the easier to travel but is it going in the right direction? Such paths may give security in numbers, but increase the possibility of footpads.

· The side path may loop back to the starting point.

· The untrodden path may lead to danger, or, to unexploited opportunity.

· The more complex the junction, the more will have preceded you: the more profound the consequences of your choice.

Inevitably, trodden paths arrive at inhabited clearings; here, the original set of questions will re-emerge, in order that you may decide to continue the journey, to stay, or to return to the starting point. At each subsequent inhabited clearing the same questions have to be answered with an additional option of a return to any of the clearings previously visited. 

The longer the journey the more the options, the greater the complexity, the less certainty of correct choice, the greater the domino effect upon others.

A decision to stay increases the population of that clearing; this may result in increased competition, or, in greater opportunity: another paradox.

* * *

In today’s developed society the physical journey will rarely be without precedent, and the journey will invariably be associated with employment prospects of a job, a trade, a profession, or a calling: it is none the less a journey; though perhaps more through a Jungle than a Medieval Forest.

* * *

Of the other journeys, the Intellectual and Emotional are not sufficiently different to warrant different consideration. Each have their junctions, decisions have to be made; their effects, however, will be widespread and complex: they may also trigger responses on the physical plane resulting in added journeying, not necessarily associated with place, or time.

On the other hand those who spend their lives at one location will still make these journeys. Their degree of fulfilment may be satisfactory though it will have been shorn of the input from unknown options missed by staying put. Those who journey stand to miss the options arising after their departure.

Go or Stay: Life is a Gamble!

* * *

The Spiritual Journey is made, and stands alone, in isolation of the others - while still cognisant of experience - it is the potential to be less contaminated by the decisions of others. 

It is alleged that spiritual journeys may be made without actual, or metaphorical, forward movement. 

Most of the movement is made vertically: in Depth, or Height, depending upon ones perception.

* * * * * * *

One factor missing from the above muse is that of virtual reality.

On face value one would believe decisions based upon unreal information and feelings are destined to be unfruitful.

I am not convinced this is entirely true because only a small proportion of options can be valid: the invalid ones are often clearly evident, but even if one is blind to the invalidity others in a group may not be.

Additionally, one should give greater credence to intuitive reactions because these are often superior to thoughts which have been well thought out.

This subject is considered in greater depth in my Book Five: See Book Section.

* * * * * * *

